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MEMORANDUM
TO: GoTriangle Planning and Legislative Committee

FROM: Planning and Capital Development

DATE: June 9, 2021

SUBJECT: Briefing on RAISE Grant Application for Regional Transit Study

SStrategic Objective or Initiative Supported
3.4 Encourage local governments and institutions to put affordable housing, job opportunities and 
public facilities in locations accessible by transit. 

Action Requested
Staff requests that the Committee receive an update on a proposed regional study focused on 
transit, affordable housing, and greenspace.  

Background and Purpose
As the Triangle continues to grow, local and regional leaders have identified the need for a 
coordinated vision of 1) transit, 2) affordable housing, and 3) greenspace in the region. The goal 
of the regional plan will be to lay out a compelling long-term, regional-scale vision that builds on 
existing projects to integrate priority investments in these three categories along key corridors in 
the region. Triangle J Council of Governments (TJCOG) will lead the project, which would be 
informed both by quantitative data and evidence, and by public engagement, including a proposed 
statistically valid survey. The outcome of the study is envisioned to be a conceptual portrait of 
what future land use and transportation development can look like along 4-7 critical regional 
investment corridors. The study could also be leveraged into a regional agreement among key 
stakeholders to execute this vision. 

TJCOG and GoTriangle are working to identify potential funding sources for the study, including 
potential federal grants. In April 2021, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) announced 
the availability of discretionary grant funding through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grants program. GoTriangle has contracted with our on-call 
planning consultant, Kimley-Horn, to develop a RAISE grant application for federal funding for the 
proposed regional study, to be submitted by TJCOG prior to the July 12 RAISE grant deadline. 
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FFinancial Impact 
None at this time

Attachments
• None

Staff Contact(s)
• Erin Convery, Senior Transportation Planner, 919-314-8701, econvery@gotriangle.org
• Meg Scully, Planning Manager, 919-485-7455, mscully@gotriangle.org
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MEMORANDUM
TO: GoTriangle Board of Trustees Planning & Legislative Committee 

FROM: Planning and Capital Development

DATE: June 9, 2021

SUBJECT: Briefing on Commuter Rail Rolling Stock and Station Accessibility Evaluation

SStrategic Objective or Initiative Supported
2.4  Ensure an attractive and accessible transit environment

Action Requested
Staff requests that the Committee receive an update on ongoing study of potential approaches to 
commuter rail station platform accessibility.  

Background and Purpose
At its March 2020 meeting, the GoTriangle Board authorized the Board Chair and President and 
CEO to execute the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in Support of Continued Development 
of the Greater Triangle Commuter Rail (GTCR) Project. This MOU identifies GoTriangle as the 
project sponsor and lead entity responsible for a range of tasks identified for further study and 
evaluation prior to a decision by the funding partners on whether or not to advance the project 
into implementation and apply for entry into the Federal Transit Administration Capital Investment 
Grants Program. 

One of the tasks is to evaluate rolling stock and station design considerations to develop 
conceptual approach to address applicable federal performance standards for rolling stock 
accessibility.

Ensuring that transit service is accessible and easy to use is a key element of GoTriangle’s mission 
and a goal of regional transit advocates. However, accessibility in a shared-use rail corridor can 
pose challenges and require compromises. Federal requirements and industry standards for 
commuter rail accessibility are evolving, but implications for rolling stock and station design are 
critical to informing project definition, cost, and schedule contingency. This purpose of this task is 
to revisit working assumptions about the commuter rail fleet and associated implications for 
station and right-of-way requirements.
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This briefing will report progress to date on the following items:
General public and municipal stakeholder input received regarding accessibility
Input received from GoTriangle’s Accessible Services Advisory Committee
Evaluation of approaches to accessibility used by other systems throughout the country 
since implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act
Engineering and operational analysis specific to the project corridor

FFinancial Impact 
None at this time

Attachments
• None

Staff Contact(s)
• Katharine Eggleston, 919-485-7564, keggleston@gotriangle.org
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