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WHAT RAIL~VOLUTION IS ABOUT

Focuses on the nexus of land use and transit

Stronger emphasis than 
ever this year on
equitable outcomes by 
forging the relationship 
between transit and land 
use (TOD projects and 
affordable housing). But, 
again, still no common 
solutions on equity.

Declining focus on 
transit alone: By my 
count, just 8 of 27 
mobile workshops and 
only 27 of 82 classroom 
workshops. Zero on 
commuter rail.

Page 110 of 185



REPORT OUTLINE
Vancouver and area background

Plenary sessions (Monday and Tuesday)

Mobile Workshop:  “Vancouver’s Worst 
Zoning”

Mobile Workshop:  “Vancouverism: Past, 
Present, and Future”

Workshop: “Innovate or Die: General 
Managers Plot the Course”

Workshop: “Two Coasts: Driving 
Integrated Mobility & Regional Growth”

Workshop: “Big and Small Data: Making 
Decisions for the Future”

Workshop: “Strategies For Better 
Decision-Making: You Make the Call!”

Workshop: “Decision-making Through An 
Equity Lens”

Summary thoughts
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VANCOUVER IS
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Vancouver, the 
city, is not to be 
confused with 
nearby Vancouver 
Island, on which 
sits the city of 
Victoria, nor with 
Vancouver, 
Washington, just 
north of Portland, 
Oregon.
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LOVELY VANCOUVER, 
A PENINSULA CITY
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ONE REASON PEOPLE LOVE 
VANCOUVER
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VANCOUVER AREA IN PERSPECTIVE
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VANCOUVER FUN FACTS
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YOU KNOW YOU’RE IN VANCOUVER WHEN…
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CANADIANS LOVE NICKNAMES
NICKNAMES FOR CANADA

Great White North – Because Canada is an expansive, 
northerly (even arctic!) country that experiences long, 
harsh winters.
Borealia – Refers to the aurora borealis, or the 
‘northern lights,’.
Canadia – Plays on Canadian.
Canuckia – Canadians are sometimes referred to as 
Canucks, so this is the nounal form of that nickname.
Lumberjack Country – Known for its large lumber 
industry, Canada is said to be full of lumberjacks.
The North – Refers to geographical location.
England’s Castoff Country – Canada used to be a colony 
of England until their independence in 1867.
Nova Britannia – New Britain, since Canada was a 
protectorate of England.
Land of Maple Syrup – Maple syrup is a major export of 
Canada due to the prevalence of maple trees.
America’s Hat – Canada sits geographically on top of 
the US, like a hat.
Cold Mexico – Because Canada border the US, this 
nickname conflates American neighbor Mexico.
Victorialand – An original proposal for the official name 
of Canada in honor of Queen Victoria, who granted the 
charter.
Ursalia – Derived from the Latin word for ‘bear,’ 
literally “land of bears.”

NICKNAMES FOR VANCOUVER AND B.C.
Cariboozer – denotes someone from Cariboo 
Country in British Columbia
Rain City – Vancouver receives a crazy amount of 
rain, on average about 47.2 inches a year!
Hollywood North – Vancouver is the 4th largest film 
towns in North America, after L.A., NYC, & Toronto.
The Big Smoke – Due to the heavy fogs which 
blanket the area, as well as pollution from sawmills 
and other industries.
Vansterdam – Similar to Amsterdam, Vancouver is 
known for its relaxed attitude about recreational 
drug use, mostly marijuana.
No Fun City – Vancouver has long been chided for 
having a lacking music scene and a lame nightlife.
Blandcouver – Used self-deprecatingly to draw 
attention to the lack of diversity.
Van – Diminutive of the formal name.
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VANCOUVER TRANSIT:  TRANSLINK
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VANCOUVER FREQUENT TRANSIT MAP
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VANCOUVER RAIL TRANSIT, THE BACKBONE SERVICES
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VANCOUVER COMMUTER RAIL: WEST COAST EXPRESS
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VANCOUVER SKYTRAIN TRANSIT
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VANCOUVER BUSES IN ALL SHAPES & SIZES, BUT NO BRT

`̀
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MONDAY PLENARY – LOCAL 
LEADERS & EARL BLUMENAUER 

Page 126 of 185



MONDAY PLENARY MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER –
ROGER HASKETT ON ENGAGEMENT 
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TUESDAY PLENARY –
PLANNING HOUSING & TRANSIT TOGETHER
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TUESDAY PLENARY –
PLANNING HOUSING & TRANSIT TOGETHER (cont’d)
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TUESDAY PLENARY –
PLANNING HOUSING & TRANSIT TOGETHER (cont’d)
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MOBILE WORKSHOP – VANCOUVER’S WORST ZONING
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MOBILE WORKSHOP – VANCOUVER’S WORST ZONING
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MOBILE WORKSHOP – VANCOUVER’S WORST ZONING
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MOBILE WORKSHOP:
VANCOUVERISM: PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE
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MOBILE WORKSHOP – VANCOUVERISM: PAST, 
PRESENT, & FUTURE
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MOBILE WORKSHOP – VANCOUVERISM: PAST, 
PRESENT, & FUTURE
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MOBILE WORKSHOP – VANCOUVERISM: PAST, 
PRESENT, & FUTURE

Page 137 of 185



MOBILE WORKSHOP:
VANCOUVERISM: PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE
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MOBILE WORKSHOP:
VANCOUVERISM: PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE
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MOBILE WORKSHOP:
VANCOUVERISM: PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE
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MOBILE WORKSHOP:
VANCOUVERISM: PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE
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MOBILE WORKSHOP:
VANCOUVERISM: PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE
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WORKSHOP – INNOVATE OR DIE: GENERAL MANAGERS 
PLOT THE COURSE
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WORKSHOP – INNOVATE OR DIE: GENERAL MANAGERS 
PLOT THE COURSE
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WORKSHOP – INNOVATE OR DIE: GENERAL MANAGERS 
PLOT THE COURSE
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WORKSHOP – TWO COASTS: DRIVING INTEGRATED 
MOBILITY & REGIONAL GROWTH
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WORKSHOP – TWO COASTS: DRIVING INTEGRATED 
MOBILITY & REGIONAL GROWTH
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WORKSHOP – BIG AND SMALL DATA: MAKING 
DECISIONS FOR THE FUTURE
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WORKSHOP – BIG AND SMALL DATA: MAKING 
DECISIONS FOR THE FUTURE
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WORKSHOP – STRATEGIES FOR BETTER DECISION-
MAKING: YOU MAKE THE CALL!
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WORKSHOP – DECISION-MAKING THROUGH AN 
EQUITY LENS
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SUMMARY THOUGHTS
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QUESTIONS, COMMENTS?  (gratuitous picture 1 of 5)
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QUESTIONS, COMMENTS?  (gratuitous picture 2 of 5)
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QUESTIONS, COMMENTS?  (gratuitous picture 3 of 5)
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QUESTIONS, COMMENTS?  (gratuitous picture 4 of 5)
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QUESTIONS, COMMENTS?  (gratuitous picture 5 of 5)
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